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“Two Old Postcards from Formosa” contains two movements. Each is based on a different Taiwanese folk
song, and each captures an image of Taiwanese history. To me, folk songs are the authentic “diaries” that preserve
the memories of the life and experiences of the people. As the composition unfolds, I hope the music will transport
the audience to the world that inspired these poignant songs.

The first movement, “Crying Bird” is based on the folk song, “A Chu-Chu Crying Bird” (—& & {F B2k

). The song was created during the period of Japanese colonialism in Taiwan. The text states, “Who broke and stole
my nest [country]? If I catch you, I will not let you go.” Unlike many Taiwanese folk songs that are based on the
pentatonic scale, this song is unique in its use of the minor triad, which expresses the mood of hopeless very well.

The second movement, “Plowing Song” (B Z28K) is the title of a song, whose origin can be traced back to the
local dance-theater music. The song describes a farmer who is plowing the field by pushing an ox under the burning
sun, and it also sends a message of “no pain, no gain,” encouraging people to work hard.

“Two Old Postcards from Formosa” was commissioned by the Hanson Institute for American Music of the
Eastman School of Music at the University of Rochester for pianist, Susan Tang.

(MERBRAEIHOERRZR) OoRmELT - BRLFTOERI AR RAGFRHG EHERE - HAmT
C REMGARATO AR B EATTHE R BETHNEE > TAHABRUEBELRRMEE -

HFmF Grk) ERRE (—EAHFEHK) o ERENBRFMAE > KA T P ERRET
Ry SMFEBRARAEGTHEEAR RHETRBEATCHERAES - ARANAFSERBEET R EH
Rt (— & BAFoik) SN ZAoin A% FRb AT AR B o £ E AR LG MYy 0 B o
ZHBAEHYEN  HFUAA SR BYTE > BROEEHER  FFEXEARIHAETFTHES > KM
P BB RRAIE T A REES -

Fod (BRI WERIANRANE LRE - WRERAN T HRG LA EXALXA TR B X EH
— iR N R BERELBARDASNHRME - MBAN—BALE > b+ X055 58U
TR BT TIRBEER RETEESTHOSH AL RFHRRIIAARA T HAHBOELELTHE  £AH
MR ANES T HREHNERS -

st #h 5 Hanson Institute of American Music Z 3641 > 2007 S 840 % K Susan Tang B+ FREFE
MBS EHE -

Two Old Postcards from Formosa (2007) was commissioned by the Hanson Institute for

American Music of the Eastman School of Music at the University of Rochester for Susan Tang.

Duration: approx. 9 minutes

Premiere: Susan Tang Piano Recital, Carnegie-Weill Hall, New York, NY (May 19, 2007)



Commissioned by the Hanson Institute for American Music
of the Eastman School of Music at the University of Rochester

for Susan Tang

Two Old Postcards from Formosa

< =60 Mysterioso

l. Crying Bird

Ming-Hsiu Yen (2007)

E) & q < he -
A o e —e —f£ —e - EE
)’ 4 T Vi
7\ L L7 [
[ fan) L O A 7
Dij ; !
: \ Ppp PPP
e ) J g
! —_— [~ —
0 ! fol o e - tex |¥ f sz T e &
P’ A o rJ = T Il rJ P ded =T Il
y 4% L - | Y 1 | T | | |
[ fan) [ 2 Il T T T Il  [— T
AND"4 f T t —
D) | L3
| P
| mp
*) press down silently:
= —
D e = i & = = = rr
[e) 1
- — = <o
s o = oo
8?17 -------- vv
8% o ____.
S.P.
He P
6 Lo She oL _
EE EE EEEE s
P N S— 1
'\my ; Q\ 7 VA VV b VA
D)
mp
Ppp senmpre b b 7
- — o — — = f—
P’ A oy —
(> D i
557 =
mp prpp
poco
o)
4
= hs =k
= = =
(8)- - .
8vam "7 F o |
87)(1 ---------- I 8Va ___________________ I
: - . = - o
b.n_b . b:: Py o be'E = be =) b::[7.-.
b’ 4 P Tl '
¥ < o ) 07 o < 7 A
(s —¢ LA —4 </ o —7 <7 /<7
SV ~ VA M 7 7 7 7 yA |
) — -
rp
= b h h: locoh h: b
)’ 4 M|
y aW <"
[ fan) 7V p—
SV )]
) 4
poCoO mp
o —
7 o
~ %: o O
& N
T - e
(8)- - .

Copyright © Ming-Hsiu Yen, 2007



il | |
I Wl it L
TRy | |
il i wil R -
S ot | | it
o ! m
i S " NI alllll o
b N [ “ ~ “ ' mlp
- “ N\ LN ([T m m m
UAES N " .4 | U g =
l B o | N " ”1113 “ L W,
' 1 I “ =1 N
50 | o | ERN.
N & ofole N[ oL E 3
) 1 | | *
[ | \
A B S a, | |
3 S 111
o B _ _
By _ | |
! e
s ” | H | “
! Il ® “
i AR m al ; | |
1 ~ I ]
Y o ! muy. ! !
7r e ; i ' SN
5 m ! _\x, !
I m Y m
! " f !
" LN, " !
m 5[ m
i o | ﬁ |
1 7 “ ) “
m . | |
L) | A,__ L]
m =G b
3#4.? " ,o_o 2] @
][ § ! 2 3
& Py i e 5
°N °1 MA ) @.x N
N NG N SN NG
—




N el ey almy
LW_._V E\”_P m
5 Wil J |
S
E = 1
o1l "
- ]
v | !
= |
oL '
I SRR . “
] !
o !
N !
v |
o1l J o
- _
Y - |
I m
N
o/ “
]
I !
N 1
o !
N[
N
ol "
I “
Y % “
2 |
o !
v |
a 1
Y |
i i
Y| !
-8 1
ol !
X !
N
o "
= s
R 5
o 5 90
mhxnm e N

<=
~O-

=68

Piu Mosso »

TTTONGR
il e A o ]
ol
o 2
© =
YN g
ﬁ_ g AL
x <
L SURRA o
WlEs g
RN § 1 & AL = |
S
~C > LIII ﬂ
o1
AL ,n_o

X0 ‘_ i
>L,£ _ ﬁ ¢ ﬂ A

=
n.l |
o I
_ m |

.E _ |

o ' !

K "

il ] _ VoA
) | ( ))
m (¥ Sy (Y (Sl oY

~ NEe e o

22

iy
E==
vv
»
= | [M
...... TN A
=
1/7 ATTTORER A
T¥
[ &\
Op
)
A% TTTONRR
..,\,
L)
TN TNA
|
Op
| TITONRR
Aa Ll
( 1l ..dv ))
o ™N N

**) as fast as possible

*) very short rest



13
|

b

=

\_fe

;ﬂ%

=

87}(1' - ’I

—

g
[ied

l¢|

=
5o

=

a

811

8% |

'

;

Il. Plowing Song

=

=1

[ fan YW /)

114-128

=

8va

PN

€

*) White-note clusters at the lowest register.
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