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The Beam of Light was inspired by an unforgettable image I saw while studying at
the University of Michigan. It was a very dark and early morning in a restaurant
during a freezing cold winter. A beam of light, with warmth and power, came
through a tiny hole between two pedestrian lights, traveling across a 4-lane street,
breaking through the glass window of the restaurant, and finally on to the plate in
front of me. The beam of light was very thin, but its hidden power was strong
enough to break through the mystery and coldness of the dark. This work uses
flowing melodic lines and contrasting musical elements to express the depth and
dramatic power that was hidden within the light. The piece was commissioned
by clarinetist, Dr. Jun Qian.

Duration: approx. 7 minutes

Transposed Score
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for Jun Qian

The Beam of Light

Ming-Hsiu Yen (2006)
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