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TI-O-O 
for double bass and piano (2000) 

 
The name of the composition, “Ti-O-O,” was taken from the name 

of a famous Taiwanese folk song, which tells an interesting story 
between an old couple.  The grandfather went out to dig a taro with a 
hoe when it was about to rain.  When he was digging, he was excited 
to find a fish.  The grandfather and the grandmother wanted to make 
the fish into a dish, but they preferred different flavors.  She wanted it to 
be salty, but he wanted it to be mild.  They argued and fought, and 
unfortunately they broke the pot at the end. 
 

The tune of this duet for double bass and piano was taken from the 
folk song.  It contains several sections with different characters.  The 
double bass was used to represent the old couple.  The section of 
double bass solo expresses their regret of losing the dish.  

 
 This piece was commissioned by double bassist, Ching-Fang Lee. 

 
 
! Duration: approximately 5 minutes 
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Copyright	©	Ming-Hsiu	Yen,	2000	(BMI)

All	Rights	Reserved.
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*	Solo	tuning	(F#-B-E-A)	is	used
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Ti-O-O

天⿊⿊ Ming-Hsiu	Yen

顏名秀	(2000)

Commissioned	by	Ching-Fang	Lee
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