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Hakka Capriccio

for cello octet (2015)

Hakka Capriccio for cello octet (2015) was inspired by the rural “Old Mountain Song” of
the Hakka people. Traditionally the Old Mountain Song were sung to communicate
between hilly areas. They were also used for courting between young men and women.
Harmonically the song is based on minor triads, and it does not have fixed lyrics.
Melodies and rhythms could be changed based on different lyrics.

Hakka Capriccio takes musical elements from the Old Mountain Song. The glissandi also
mimics its singing style. Based on minor triads, these elements are varied and
transformed, and finally turned into an fanfare-like composition.

Hakka Capriccio for cello octet (2015) was commissioned by cellist, Chu-Chuan Liu, and

it was premiered on December 25, 2015 at the Taipei National University of the Arts in
Taipei, TAIWAN.

® DURATION: approx.. 7 minutes
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